
Color palettes
M Y  M O S T  U S E D  C O L O R S

The following
pages include
colors from
my most basic 
color palette (last page). The
truth is, you don’t need 100
colors to create a beautiful
painting.

With time, as you continue
growing as an artist, you will
develop your color palette. 

These are examples of colors I
choose for most of my
paintings. 
As you can tell, a lot of these
colors are repetitive. 
It doesn’t matter if it’s an
animal or a landscape.

creating your own

palette 



White objects
I N  W A T E R C O L O R

 PAINTING 'WHITE '  

These are some of the
most basic colors I choose
when painting white
animals, flowers, still l ife,
etc.

LEFT:
Quin.red, Yellow ochre,
Burnt sienna, Vandyke
brown, Indigo, Cobalt blue

WHITE IN NATURE
There's no 'true white' in
nature because any 'white
objects' you see are
always affected by light
and shadows.   



Nature, landscapes 
I N  W A T E R C O L O R

 PAINTING

LANDSCAPES
These are some of the
most basic colors I choose
when painting botanicals,
and landscapes in
watercolor.

LEFT:
Phthalo blue R/S, Yellow
ochre, Quinacridone red,
Burnt sienna, Vandyke
brown, Imidazolone
yellow, Indigo, Sap green 

PRIMARY COLORS
I will often change or add  
more colors, depending on
the subject I choose to
paint, but for example,
whenever I paint a sky, I
usually go with the
primaries: red, blue, and
yellow.



Animals
I N  W A T E R C O L O R

 PAINTING

ANIMALS
These are some of the
most basic colors I choose
when painting animals. I
will often add more colors
when I paint a bird, for
example. 

LEFT:
Quin.red, Yellow ochre,
Burnt sienna, Raw sienna,
Indigo, Neutral tint, Cobalt
blue, Vandyke brown 

PARROTS,

HUMMINGBIRDS 
Most birds I paint are very
colorful, that's when my
color palette goes from
only eight to even 20.
This of course is my
choice, because you can
still paint a green
hummingbird with a
limited color palette. 



 PAINTING WATER
These are some of the 
 basic colors I choose
when painting ocean, sea
water, underwater, sand,
and beaches in
watercolor.

LEFT:
Yellow ochre, Quin.red, Burnt
sienna, Vandyke brown,
Cobalt blue, Manganese blue
nova, Marine blue, Viridian
hue, Cobalt Turquoise light,
Indigo  

Seascapes
I N  W A T E R C O L O R

PAINTING SAND,

ROCKS, BEACHES
Whenever I paint sand and
rocks, that's when I add
'yellows, 'browns, and 'red,
but I often use 'yellow
ochre' or 'raw sienna'
when painting just water
as well.



Other basic colors
I N  W A T E R C O L O R

 MY TOP COLORS
Here, you will find my 18  -
most used colors in
watercolor, based on
Holbein's color chart.  

LEFT:
Yellow ochre, Raw sienna,
Imidazolone yellow,
Imidazolone lemon,
Quin.red, Pyrrole red,
Bright rose, Vandyke
brown, Burnt sienna, Sap
green, Viridian hue,
Marine blue, Phthalo blue
R/S, Cobalt blue, Cobalt
turquoise light,
Manganese blue nova,
Indigo, Neutral tint

100 + COLORS 
Holbein has over 100
different pigments in
watercolor. The truth is, I
only use about 20% of
them. Of course, from
painting to painting, I will
choose a different color,
add more colors, or
replace my 'typical yellow'
for example, but the color
range doesn't change
much at all.


